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In a month’s time, the Eagle Pipers Society 
will  have  added  a  full  year  to  its  history,   
being the first since the early 1980’s when 
the Society was last operative. We’re happy 
that once again the Society is active; for 
some years myself and Euan Anderson and 
Iain Speirs had lamented that there seemed 
to be a void in the Edinburgh piping scene 
in  terms  of  a  vibrant  club  which  could  
provide  an  opportunity  for  pipers  in  the  
area  to  get  up  and  
give  a  tune  to  an  
informal and 
receptive audience. 

Since  the  launch  of  
the  “new”  Society  a  
year ago, we’ve had a 
great  time,  and  I  
hope everyone else 
has  had  as  well.  I’m  
amazed by two 
things in particular; one, the enthusiasm of 
all  of  our  members  which  goes  hand  in  
hand with the large numbers attending the 

meetings, and secondly, the fact that the 
turnouts  are  so  diverse,  even  on  dark  
winter nights when we’d rather be seeing 
the sunshine in Spain and the blue skies 
over the Castle. Every week there are 
different faces. I’ve personally become re-
acquainted with many pipers with whom 
previously  I  had  lost  touch  as  well  as  
making  new  friends  and  I  suppose  that  is  
one of the great things about any gathering 
where pipers meet.  

We  were  particularly  honoured  that  Pipe  
Major Robert L Kilgour, Mrs Margaret 
Stoddart, Major Gavin NM Stoddart BEM, 
MBE,  (Ret’d),  Mr  Tom  Speirs  and  Mr  
Jimmie MacGregor accepted Honorary 
membership of the Society in recognition 
of their past connection with the Eagle 

Pipers, in tandem 
with their unique 
and very special 

contributions 
made to piping in 
Edinburgh. 

The playing has 
been tremendous; 
it does not matter 
a whit whether 
one is a debutant 

novice or a seasoned expert displaying a 
somewhat gaudy excellence – all are 
received in a non-critical and supportive 
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environment which is the main aim and 
tenet  of  the  Society.  My  thanks  go  to  Iain  
and Euan as well  as to the other members 
of the committee; Tracey Williams, 
Cameron Drummond, and Douglas 
Gardiner. Already we have an important 
and internationally-recognised presence 
online much through their efforts: do visit 
the  YouTube  channel  at  
http://www.youtube.com/user/TheEaglePi
per and the Facebook page at   
http://www.facebook.com/#!/group.php?gi
d=226571900545 as well as the Society’s 
main webpage at www.eaglepipers.com 
These  sites  take  an  enormous  amount  of  
work  to  write  and  maintain  so  frequent  
visits are much appreciated! Our thanks 

also  must  go  to  Jimmy  Banks  and  Chick  
Hunter of the Scots Guards Club for 
providing us with what is an absolutely 
ideal  venue,  and  also  to  Morag,  our  
efficiently humorous stewardess at the bar. 

 I  will  sign  off  by  wishing  all  of  the  
members of the Eagle Pipers the very best 
of the festive season and a happy, safe, and 
prosperous New Year. 

Yours aye 

Colin MacLellan,   

President, the Eagle Pipers Society 

 

Message from the Hon Pipe Major 

 

“Tunes, Chat and a Pie and a Pint”.

Well, the formula is quite simple but then 
again the best things in life usually are. In 
the era of the PS3, the game-boy, the i-
phone  and  the  like  the  decision  to  
resurrect a piping society 
that had in its day been 
one of the great piping 
institutions was not that 
straightforward. Would 
people buy into it and with 
the pressures of everyday 
life and the huge 
commitments people have 
would they come along? 
We decided to take the 
plunge and they came and 
much to my great surprise they came in 
numbers. There have been a few surprises 
throughout  the  year  and  all  of  them  
pleasant. Due to the high numbers we have 
had  at  every  meeting  I  have  found  myself  
having  to  manage  who  plays  and  also  to  
make sure we have enough time for the 

chat  and  of  course  the  now famous  pies.  I  
have  been  astounded by  the  quality  of  the  
playing and does anyone have a bad 
bagpipe these days? I didn’t hear any this 

year.  

Over the piece we have 
heard classic light music, 
first class piobaireachd and 
we  have  had  guest  
musicians such as David 
Vernon on the accordion 
and Kirsty McKinnon 
singing.  We have had 
music from the beginner 
right up the scale to the top 

world class professionals and yes there 
have been some individual performances 
that stick in the mind (most of them are on 
our YouTube site) but what pleased me 
most of all is the number of talented young 
players we have had the pleasure of 
listening to.  
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In addition to our normal evenings we 
invited some guests throughout the year. It 
was our pleasure to welcome the Lothian 
and Borders Police Pipe Band under the 
leadership  of  Pipe  Major  Ian  Duncan  who  
provided a first class evening playing as a 
mini  band  before  giving  us  a  few  solo  
performances.  

The  National  Youth  Pipe  Band  under  the  
auspices of Alisdair McLaren also played as 
a group before entertaining another large 
audience with some outstanding solo 
performances from Lucy Ferguson, Emma 
Buchan, David Shedden, Ross McKay and 
Kyle Howie.  The performances on 
YouTube  are  worth  a  listen.   During  their  
visit to the World Pipe Band 
Championships the Pipeband Club, 
Sydney, Australia, paid a visit and kicked 
the  evening  off  with  a  tune  from  16  years  
old Andrew Mirzikinian. He was followed 
by Cameron Devires, Steven ‘Latte’ Weir, 
Blair Hodson from New Zealand and Mario 
Rossa from Germany. We had the students 
from the RSAMD/National Piping Centre 
BA Scottish Music (Piping) Degree, 
introduced by Head of Piping Studies 
Finlay MacDonald who gave superb 
collective and individual performances. In 
the  latter  part  of  the  year  we  had  a  
splendid performance from the quartet of 
the Edinburgh Academy. Nick Keyden, 
Angus Lutton, Christopher Allan and Jamie 
McLean made up this ensemble. 

The quality has been truly amazing and the 
girls, as usual, are giving the boys a run for 
their money. A side note is that a good 
proportion  of  the  piobaireachd  we  have  
listened to this year has been played by 
ladies.  The  age  range  is  also  pleasing  as  I  
think the youngest performer was 11 years 
old. Thus the message is clear it is a Society 

for everyone and everyone’s Society. So 
youth  won  the  day  and  the  Pipe  Major’s  
award  (free  pie)  for  2010  goes  to  all  the  
young people who have graced our 
evenings  –  far  too  many  names  to  single  
out but consisting of the best talent in 
Scotland and a good proportion as well 
from all over the world including Canada, 
Australia, New Zealand and Germany.  

One of my personal highlights came on the 
31st August when the original Pipe Major of 
the  Society  Robert  L  Kilgour  came  along.  
Bob  looked  after  Colin  and  me  when  we  
were young lads strutting our stuff in the 
Edinburgh piping scene. Over the years 
Bob  has  been  a  great  ambassador  for  the  
great Highland bagpipe and is one of the 
great servants to the art. A presentation 
made  by  the  Society  to  Bob  can  be  seen  

here: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ylg0Z
MIFxk4 

As  the  Pipe  Major  you  are  always  a  bit  
concerned that there will be enough 
players and that the evening will go well. 
As it transpired I had no reason to worry at 
all as the support the Society received, not 
just  from  players  but  those  who  came  to  
listen, was fantastic. Thank you. 
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The Society just could not have got off to a 
better start. The Hon Sec tells me that the 
membership  is  now  almost  250  with  a  
significant portion coming from overseas. 
It is immensely pleasing that people who 
cannot  come  along  to  every  meeting  have  
grasped the bigger picture and want to be 
part of Scotland’s heritage and culture and 
indeed  help  foster  our  music  and  art.  As  
you  will  see  from  our  website  and  
Facebook page, earlier in the year Colin 
hosted a Society evening in Ottawa last 
May. This evening attracted an attendance 
of  almost  sixty  people  and  many  new  
members so perhaps one day we will see 
affiliated branches of the Society all over 
the world?  

Looking  to  the  future  we  have  had  a  
committee meeting where plenty was 
discussed. Unfortunately due to the host’s 
generosity no one can really remember 

what was decided. It was a good meeting 
though! 

As most of  you will  know the Eagle Pipers 
ran significant solo competitions in 
Edinburgh  and  I  think  it  is  time  we  had  a  
look  at  resurrecting  them.  They  are  costly  
exercises but with the current membership 
support  I  think  this  is  something  we  can  
progress. However that aside for 2011 it will 
be more of the same so please if you fancy 
a chat, tune and a pie and a pint please 
come along to the Scots Guards Club every 
second Tuesday. 

Compliments  of  the  season  to  you  and  
yours  and  I  look  forward  to  seeing  you  in  
2011.   

Thank you 

Euan Anderson 

Hon Pipe Major, the Eagle Pipers Society

 

What the Young Ones are Saying.... 

From Connor Sinclair, aged 13 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0wyxfxje3A0 

I wasn't sure what to expect when I went down to the Eagle Pipers, but going 
into  the  Scots  Guards  club,  I  was  made  very  welcome  by  everyone  there.  
Getting to play my pipes in front of lots of great pipers and listening to all the 
other  pipers  is  really  good.  It’s  great  to  have  a  place  to  go  where  everyone  

loves piping. Playing at the Eagles is not like playing on the boards, it is very relaxed, good fun 
and my Dad likes eating the pies.  

 

 

From Angus Lutton, aged 16 

I  joined  Eagles  in  February  and  always  really  enjoy  it.  Eagles  offers  a  great  
chance to practise playing in front of a crowd before a competition and also to 
listen to some really experienced pipers and have the chance to meet them. It 
is always nice to see a familiar face and tie at highland games in the summer 
and if that were not enough the pies are great too! 
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From Nick Keyden, aged 16 

It’s  great  to  play  in  front  of  world  class  pipers  from all  over  the  world.  Not  only  do  you  get  
helpful hints and advice from them but the experience also makes playing 
in competitions a little less nerve wracking.  Listening to these guys also 
gives you something to aspire to. It’s also an opportunity to meet, listen to 
and make friends with other young pipers. Being an Eagle Piper is like 
being part of a very special family. The pies are amazing and I always look 
forward to the next meeting. 

 

 

 

From Andrew Gray, Winner of  the 2010 Falkirk Tryst Competition. 

Meeting  at  the  Guards  Club  on  a  fortnightly  basis  has  become a  real  highlight  on  my social  
calendar. I have met many new people, as well as catching up with people that I knew already. 

Everyone has made me feel extremely welcome. The opportunity to perform 
has also been very important to me, as it gives me the chance to play in front 
of an audience. This has boosted my confidence and prepared me well for 
competitive piping. I feel that I've learnt a lot from talking to the great 
pipers that attend the society on a regular basis. 

 

 

 

 

 

From Taylor Townsley aged 13         http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LvkSZGTA80A 

I think what the Eagle Pipers Society means to me is that it helps 
and  encourages  younger  players  like  me  and  my  brother  to  come  
and build confidence for our piping career, the Society has helped 
me  in  many  ways  such  as  piping  in  front  of  an  audience  which  
helps  my  solos.  I  really  enjoy  the  atmosphere  of  the  Society  
meetings and especially meeting people and making new friends. 
The best thing for me is listening to the top pipers play and I also 
enjoyed the times when my brother and I played there. The Eagle 
Pipers is great fun, with the best pies in Edinburgh. 
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Looking forward to 2011 

The New Year looms and the committee have been looking at plans for the coming months. 

Here are several events/activities which have been discussed so far and are likely to happen in 
the coming year. 

 

Joint Meeting with the Atholl Highlanders.  

Traditionally in the past the Society held an outing where the Eagle Pipers travelled up to Blair 
Atholl in order to accept the famous hospitality of the Atholl Highlanders in Perthshire. We 
have already discussed this with Ian Duncan, Pipe Major of the Atholl Highlanders, and in the 
summer we will combine a visit with suggested combined activities of golf, a ceilidh, fishing 
and other outdoor and indoor pursuits. Older members will remember the difficulties in past 
years in obtaining reliable transport – legend has it that every year the Eagle Pipers bus “broke 
down” resulting in the weekend stretching to unscheduled lengths. 

 

Member’s Competitions. 

It  is  proposed  that  through  next  year  that  we  dedicate  a  night  or  two  or  more  to  informal  
competitions for Society members. Events are likely to be in the format of Slow Air for seniors, 
6/8 and Jig, junior category etc. 

 

Other Competitions. 

At the time of writing plans are being made to once again hold the famous Eagle Pipers  
March Strathspey and Reel, Hornpipe and Jig invitational competition. Also under 
consideration is also the holding of the Eagle Pipers annual professional competition. The 
Society will also be involved in the running of the new John MacLellan Memorial Piobaireachd 
Dinner event to be held in November under the auspices of the Captain John MacLellan 
Memorial Trust.
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             The Eagle Pipers Pie - Eating Championship 

  An unexpected pleasure at the Eagle Pipers has been the witnessing of the 
remarkable pie - eating skills displayed by some members. It has become apparent 

that three pipers in particular are heavyweight pie - eaters, and have proved themselves 
capable of astonishing levels of consumption of the best steak pies in the world. With only one 
week remaining for dark-horse contenders to emerge, we introduce to you the favourites for 
the award of 2010. 

 

Young Lutton: 3 pies 
consumed in one sitting. 

Once front - runner, Angus 
opened his account with a 
remarkable performance, 

munching an impressive 
three steak pies in quick 
succession to set the early 
going. Has since fallen one 
or two pies back to the field, 
yielding ground to older, 
more experienced 
contenders.  

Strengths: youthful appetite, 
capable of a grandstand 
finish. 

Weaknesses:   At  £1  a  pie  
sometimes budgeting has 
been  weak  –  has  made  the  
schoolboy error of being 
caught short of cash when 
just  getting  going.   Coached  
by the stick-thin Michael 
Gray. No help there. 

Tom Peterkin:  4 pies 
consumed in one sitting 

Entered the fray mid-season 
with a sudden and 
unexpected effort. Says he 
had not “had his tea” that 
night.  

Strengths: Some critics 
believe that the veteran so 
far  has  just  been  slowly  
moving up the gears and has 
been saving his best form for 
a last - minute assault on the 
title.   

Watch out for him if the pies 
are just the right 
temperature. Is 
able to make 
frequent use of 
the training 
facilities at the 
RSPS although 
their pies are 
not nearly as 
good as ours. 
Has the 
considerable advantage of 
being  coached  by  Tom  
Speirs. 

Weaknesses: Too easily 
distracted by the piping and 
sometimes has trouble 
giving nearby Gregg’s the 
Bakers the body swerve on 
the way to meetings. Was 
caught trying to intimidate 
the  opposition  by  making  

“anonymous” posts on the 
Society’s website. 

Andrew Gray:   a record 5 
pies in one sitting. 

Produced an inspirational 
tactical performance, eating 
his astonishing total at the 
very moment that his main 
opposition (Peterkin) was up 
on the floor rendering a 
lengthy and somewhat 
appropriately  -  named  “The  
Lament for the Little 
Supper”.   This  is  all  true  
folks. Crafty stuff from the 
young lad. Has already in his 
fledgling career established a 
new pie-
eating world 
record for 
piping 
societies. 

Strengths: 
Perhaps 
now holds 
an 
unassailable advantage. 
Unknown if challengers are 
capable of eating that many 
pies.  Rather absurdly 
thought  to  be  capable  of  
improvement.  Expertly 
coached by Chris “HP sauce 
sandwich” Armstrong. 

Weaknesses:  None.   
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Piobaireachd played in 2010 at the Society 

 

 

Glenn Brown  

“The Lament for Patrick 
Og MacCrimmon”. 

Cameron Drummond 
“The Desperate Battle of 
the Birds”. 

Colin MacLellan  

“The Salute on the Birth 
or Rory Mor MacLeod”. 

Chris Gibb  

“The Vaunting”. 

Fiona Manson  

“Lady Margaret 
MacDonald’s Salute”. 

Alistair Henderson 

 “The Battle of 
Auldearn”. 

Keith Bowes  

“The Earl of Ross’s 
March”. 

 

 

Emma Buchan 

 “The Old Men of the 
Shells”. 

Peter McAlister 

 “Nameless - 
Hihorodotra, cherede 
che” from the Campbell 
Canntaireachd 

Tom Peterkin  

“The Lament for the 
Little Supper”. 

Tracey Williams 

“The Unjust 
Incarceration”. 

Jenny Hazzard 

 “The Lament for the 
Viscount of Dundee”. 

Douglas Gardiner 

 “Tulloch Ard”. 

Iain Speirs 

 “The Old Woman’s 
Lullaby”. 

Andrew Rogers 

 “The End of the Great 
Bridge”. 

Greig Canning 

 “The Lament for the 
Earl of Antrim”. 

Colin MacLellan 

 “The MacNeill of 
Barra’s March”. 

Taylor Townsley  

“MacCrimmon’s 
Sweetheart”. 

Iain Speirs 

 “The Big Nameless”. 

Derek Midgeley 

 “Glengarry’s March”. 

Nils Michael 

 “The Flame of Wrath 
for Squinting Patrick”. 

Angus Lutton 

 “The Gathering of Clan 
Campbell”. 
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Scots Guards Association Club 

2 Clifton Terrace 
Edinburgh EH12 5DR 

0131 337 1084 
 

http://www.scotsguardspiping.co.uk 
 

jbanks@scotsguards.co.uk 
 

Monthly recitals by the very top pipers; 
winter/spring professional knockout 
competitions. 

 
 

The Eagle Pipers Society 
 

Join the Society at www.eaglepipers.com 
Membership is open to all who enjoy the 

Highland Bagpipe. The Society meets every 
second Tuesday at the Scots Guards Club, 

in Edinburgh Haymarket. 
 
 
 
 

 

Buy  Eagle Pipers Cufflinks this 
Christmas! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Available only from Iain Speirs, Hon Sec. 
Presentation Boxed £15.00 

eaglepipers@sky.com 

 

Eagle Pipers Society Membership List..........thanks for your support. 

 

Ron Abbott  David Drysdale 
Kenton Adler  Joe Dunaway 
Euan Anderson  Ian Duncan 
Jason Baird  Ben Duncan 
Jimmy Banks  Stephen Elias 
Peter Barbier  Wayne Fenton 
Cameron Baskerville  Wendy Finan 
Steven Beer  Sarah Forsyth 
Katherine Belcher  Alasdair Fraser 
Jimmy Bell  Bill Fraser 
Andrew Berthoff  Thomas Fraser 
Lachlann Bisaillion  George Fraser 
Simon Blackshaw   Douglas Gardiner 
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Keith Bowes  Robert Gereghty 
David Boyle  Chris Gibb 
Ian Brown  Ben Gibbs 
Glenn Brown  James Gillies 
Stuart Brown  Angela Goodwin-Gallant 
Ross Brown  Ron Graham 
Dennis Browning  Michael Gray 
Evelyn Brunton  Robert Gray 
Katie Buckland  Andrew Gray 
David Burnside  Mike Grey 
Amanda Bush  Allan Harper 
Gillian Cairns  Adam Harvey 
Dan Cameron  Andrew Hayes 
Gordon Campbell  Jenny Hazzard 
Colin Campbell  Alasdair Henderson 
Greig Canning  Neil Henderson 
Alan Clark  George Hill 
Lorne Cousin  Gordon Hislop 
David Cousin  Blair Hodson 
Thomas Crichton  Fritz Hoffman 
Cliff Davis  Joshua Hogg 
Ross Davison  James Hopkins 
Keith Dawes  Philip Horowitz 
Roderick Deans  Jerry Hudson 
Cameron Devries  Paul Hughes 
Andrew Dirk De Blocq  John Hughes 
James Dodds  Chick Hunter 
Chris Dodson  Robert Hunter 
Barry Donaldson  William Hunter 
Iain Donaldson  Roger Huth 
Brian Donaldson  David Hutton 
Cameron Drummond  Henrik Idoff Hornhaver 
Iain Drummond  Iain Jobe 
Alan Johnston  Wendy McGillivray-Baskerville 
David Johnston  Willie McIntyre 
Howard Kennedy  Trevor McIsaac 
Martin Kessler  Fred McKay 
Nick Keyden  Ross McKenzie 
Robert Kilgour  Ben McLaughlin 
Bernhard Kopec  Robert McLeod 
Charley Kron  Chris McPherson 
Jeffrey Kruske  Ronald McShannon 
McKenzie Landry  Kevin McSwiggan 
Iain Lang  Gregor Merry 
Kaj Larrsen  Monty Messenger 
Soren Larsen  Nils Michaels 
Andrew Letham  Derek Midgeley 
Adrian Lewis OBE  Glyn Morris 
Bruce Liberati  Brian Mulhearn 
Diarmid Lindsay  Neill Mulvie 
Nancy Love  Scott Murray 
George Lumsden  Owen Nash 
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Angus Lutton  Geoff Neigh 
Iain MacDonald  Michael New 
Iain MacDonald  Scott Nicolson 
Roderick MacDonald  Ib Nielsen 
Jimmy MacGregor  Thom Nolan 
Ian MacIsaac  Libby O’Brien 
Jack MacIsaac  Darren O’Hare 
Lynda Mackay  Ian Ondrechak 
Peter MacKenzie  Magnus Orr 
Thomas MacKenzie  John Paterson 
Donald MacKinnon  Daniel Peet 
John MacLean  Fergus Perks 
Colin MacLellan  Tom Peterkin 
Emily Kate MacLellan  Thomas Polson 
Donald MacLeod  Ralph Potter 
Douglas MacLeod  Timothy Ray 
Ciaran MacMurchaidh  William Ridley 
Angus MacNeil  Andy Rogers 
Hugh MacPherson  Ron Rollo 
Matthew MacPherson  Glenn Ross 
Doug MacRae  Ryan Ross 
Calum MacRae  Niall Rowantree 
Murray Mansfield  Stuart Samson 
Peter McCalister  Brodie Savage 
Dougal McConnell  James Savary 
Gordon McCready  Zack Scales 
Geoffrey McCurdy  Edward Seaman 
Alan McGhie  Iain Sherwood 
James Skinner  Peter Walen 
Henry Spangler  Lachlan Watson 
Iain Speirs  Roderick Weir 
Tom Speirs  Gary West 
Mark Spooner  Keith Westhead 
John Starr  Heather Wiens 
Eric Stein  Tracey Williams 
Billy Stewart  Brian Williamson 
Margaret Stoddart  Matt Wilson 
Gavin Stoddart  Ross Wilson 
Ken Sutherland  George Wilson 
Craig Sutherland  Rob Wilson 
Josien Teerlink  Lori Wilson-Gaudet 
Joshua Townsley  Leonard Wood 
Nick Tuckey  Andrew Wright 
McGregor van de Ven  Joseph Yost 
James van de Ven  Douglas Young 
Amos Van Die  David Zarboni 
David Vernon    
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Wishing all pipers throughout Scotland and the World the 
very best of the season and a happy, safe, prosperous and 

tuneful 2011. 

From the Eagle Pipers Society Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tracey Williams                                   Iain Speirs                             Douglas Gardiner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cameron Drummond                            Euan Anderson                                 Colin MacLellan 

 


